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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF 

THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Brownhills. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mk.s.  Bakxslky  and  Gentlemen, 

1 liave  pleasure  in  submitting*:  to  you  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  tor  1945. 

I Avould  like  t(i  draw  the  Council’s  attention  to  the  wanton 
destruction  of  trees  on  the  Brownhills  Common.  These  trees 
aie  ill  a frieat  many  eases  fenced  round  with  iron  supports.  All 
of  the  trees  have  passed  the  tender  age,  and  to  me  the  fencing 
seems  nieiely  to  call  on  certain  types  of  mind  to  try  their 
strength  on  the  iron  supports.  Too  often  they  succeed  in 

pushing  the  fencing  over  and  the  trees  with  it. 

‘b'- 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  fencing*  should  now  be  removed,  the 
trees  then  will  appear  to  those  minds  natural  products  of  the 
soil,  and  perhaps  be  left  to  flourish. 

Trees  are  a most  valuable  asset  to  any  district,  not  only 
from  an  aesthetic  but  also  from  a health  point  of  view. 

HOUSING. 

The,  housing  problem,  as  in  most  districts  at  present,  is 
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<lespeia(e.  This  distTicl,  owing  to  iniiiiiig  opeiatioiis  and 
subsidenoe,  is  in  a parlous  state. 

In  most  parts  of  the  district  compensation  is  paid  to  house- 
liolders  by  the  collieries  which  tempers  somewhat  the  otfence. 
JUit,  in  one  part  of  the  distiict  even  this  slight  iecom])ense  is 
denied. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  why  this  should  be  allowed  to 
go  on. 

Laws  can  surely  be  altered  which  treat  people  so  unfairly 
especially  as  in  most  cases  those  houses  are  held  by  people 
who  have,  by  hard  work,  saved  to  buy  or  build  their  own  Imuse. 

The  following  remarks  are  made  on  our  Housing  position 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  recently-appointed  Sanitary  Inspector, 
after  an  inspection  of  the  housing  conditions  in  our  distiict. 

" Every  authority  is  confronted  with  its  own  housing 
problem.  Bomb  damaged  areas  have  a right  to  priority  of 
supplj’,  but  an  urban  district,  such  as  this,  which  is  pre- 
dominantly working  class,  must  be  a good  second. 

“ This  area  has  an  estimated  population  of  :J0,d()0 
accommodated  in  5,277  houses,  and  a Id.  rate  produces  only 
£240.  In  spite  of  this  meagre  income  the  Council  have  not 
been  deterred  and  by  1949  thet'  had' built  1,206  Council  Ironses. 

“ The  post-war  progranrme  is  equally  ambitious  and 
invidves  50  prefabricated  temporary  houses  and  permanent  ones 
by  direct  labour  and  contract.  In  order  that  small  builders  aie 
not  left  out,  they  are  being  asked  to  tender  for  small  blocks 
of  houses  according  to  their  means. 

“ Six  years  of  enforced  neglect  through  the  war  has 
increased  the  need  for  slunr  clearance  work.  Houses  which 
were  easily  lepairable  in  1959  are  now  requiring  major  repaiis; 
whilst  property  scheduled  tor  action  by  slum  clearance 
])rocedure  is  in  a shocking  condition. 

“ Every  sanitaiy  department  will  be  in  jeceipt  of  com- 
plaints fi'om  tenants' of  such  property.  Minor  repaiis  or  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  ease  the  situation  in  many  cases,  but 
other  houses  cannot  be  made  to  approach  any  standard  of 
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fihu'ss.  I'lvi'ii  aftei  a larye  axpenditure  this  type  of  house 
would  still  he  unfit.  To  explain  that  such  a person  i.s  lucky 
to  have  a house  at  all  would  no  doubt  produce  a fitting’  reply, 
llehousing  only  reproduces  the  same  c-oudifious,  as  the  unfit 
houses  cannot  be  cleared.  Sometimes  the  new  tenant  is  an 
ex-Serviceman,  who,  after  the  glamoui’  of  having  his  own  house 
has  worn  off,  discovers  that  the  reward  foi’  (i  years  in  the 
services  is  a house  which  is  beyond  repair. 

■■  To  add  to  (he  difficulties,  mining  subsidence  has  played 
havoc  with  large  areas  of  the  district.  Foundations  and  drains 
are  disru])ted  and  some  houses  now  occupy  island  sites  due  to 
flooding. 

“ It  would  be  appreciateil  if  the  Ministry  of  Health  could 
modify  circular  1860  of  19-i9  to  enable  aiithorities  to  deal  with 
these  houses  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  under  Section  58  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  dangerous  structures  and  yet 
are  unfit  for  Jiuman  habitation  due  to  defects  which  cannot 
be  remedied  by  housing  repairs.” 

"With  these  remarks  I emphatically  agree. 

I hope  that  when  the  situation  is  somewhat  easier 
more  attention  will  be  paid  to  the  amenities  of  housing  erection. 

I refer  more  particularly  to  the  situation  of  the  houses, 
the  size  of  rooms,  the  installation  of  labour-saving  appliances, 
which  at  piesent  are  regarded  as  luxuries,  but  in  some  countries 
as  necessities.  I am  surprised  that  housewir'es  do  not  raise 
their  voices  more  loudly  in  expressing  their  wishes  as  to  how 
the  interior  of  the  houses  should  be  constructed. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  immunisation  of  children  against  Diphtheria  is  in 
my  opinion  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

The  percentage  of  children  immunised  in-  our  district  is  : 

ITider  5 years  85.7% 

Hetween  5 and  15  years  ...  71.8% 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  general 
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practilioneis  of  the  ilistrict,  the  health  visitors  and  the  school 
medical  ofticers  for  the  interest  and  help  tliey  have  given  to 
this  work  at  a time  when  all  of  the7n  were  alicady  taxing  their 
<'apahilities  to  tlie  full. 

ITie  population  estimated  at  tlie  middle  of  the  year  is 

The  death  rate  is  10. 0 per  thousand  of  the  population. 
The  death  rate  for  hingland  and  Wales  is  11.4. 

The  death  rate  for  the  previous  six  years  was  : — 

1949  ...  10.7 

1940  ...  11.1 

1941  ...  10.9 

1942  ...  11.4 

1943  ...  12.2 

1944  ...  10.7 

1945  ...  10.0 

The  death  rate  for  all  ages  is  therefore  very  satisfactory. 
Unfortunately  the  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  higi;.  This  will 
be  commented  on  under  Infantile  Mortality. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison  the  number  of  deaths  from 
various  cases  is  given  for  1943  and  1944. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  Measles  or 

Diphtheria,  and  there  was  only  7)ne  death  from  Whooping 
Cough. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  were  greater  to  those  of  last  year, 
but  less  than  the  number  for  1943. 

Deaths  from  Premature  Birth,  Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation  Birth  Injuries  and  other  Infantile  Diseases  were 
13,  compared  with 

9 in  1943,  and 
13  in  1944. 
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DEATHS  1945 


Cause 

Male 

P'emale 

Total 

1943 

1944 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 



— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough.. 

I 

— 

I 

1 

2 

Diphtlieria  . . 

— 

5 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

4 

3 

7 

6 

14 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

Svphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Influenza 

2 

— 

2 

6 

4 

Measles 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.■\cute  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer: — 

Males — buccal  cavities  and  oesophagus 

_ 



_ 

_ 

F'emales — uterus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

of  Stomach  and  Duodenum.. 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

of  Breast . . 

— 

3 

3 

4 

4 

of  all  other  sites 

8 

13 

24 

15 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

Intra-craniel  vascular  diseases.. 

11 

7 

18 

16 

20 

Heart  Disease 

30 

20 

50 

46 

57 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  . . 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

Bronchitis  . . 

n 

7 

18 

23 

11 

Pneumonia . . 

11 

3 

14 

14 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

3 

1 



Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

3 

6 

7 

4 

Nephritis  . . 

2 

3 

5 

9 

9 

Pnerperal  and  Post-abortive  sepsis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Maternal  causes  . . 

— 

2 

2 

2 

1 

Premature  Birth  . . 

3 

4 

7 

4 

5 

Congenital  Malformation  . . . . | 

Birth  Injuries 

4 

2 

6 

5 

8 

Infantile  diseases..  ..  ..  ..  ' 

Snicide  . . . . . . .\ 

2 

2 

•> 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . . 

3 

2 

5 

6 

Other  violent  causes 

7 

2 

9 

6 

5 

All  other  causes  . . 

14 

7 

21 

28 

26 

All  causes 

123 

80 

203 

243  : 

218 

DEATHS— UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


T''nder  ; 

1 year 

1-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-30 

30-40 

40-50  ' 50-60 

60-70 

70  and 
over 

Total 

j 

:v> 

1 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

9 

15  ; 29 

40 

1 

66 

203 
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BIRTHS. 

Tile  luinilier  of  live  birtlis  duiing  the  year  was  '‘f(S3,  giving 
a birth  rale  ot  LS.cS  jier  thousand  civilian  population. 

2U3  Males  ...  LSI)  Females. 

The  illegiliniate  births  numbered  22: 

10  Males  ...  12  Females. 

The  n umber  of  still  biiths  was  10: 

G Males  ...  4 Females. 

(One  of  these  was  illegitimate). 

Deaths  under  one  year  numbered  32: 

21  (Males  ...  11  Females. 

(Th  ree  of  the  deaths  weie  in  illegitimate  children). 

Thirteen  of  those  32  deaths  were  from  Congenital  Debility, 
Marasmus  and  Premature  Dirth. 

Pespiratory  Diseases  accounted  tor  10  deaths. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  per  thousand  live  births  was  83.5. 
This  Infantile  51o)tality  rate  is  higher  than  last  year.  This 
was  G2.3  ]ier  thousand  live  biitbs,  and  was  the  highest  of  the 
war  years. 

I am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  all  mothers  should  (-ease 
work  whenever  they  know  that  they  are  pregnant. 

We  have  had  in  our  district  a considerable  number  of 
women  employed  in  factory  work.  The  conditions  in  factories 
are  not  always,  in  my  opinion,  the  conditions  that  one  would 
desire. 

I agree  that  it  might  be  difficult  in  the  early  stages  of 
jnegnancy  to  prove  this.  That,  however,  does  not  influence 
my  opinion. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Under  Months 


1 month 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-6 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

Congential  Debility 
and  Mara.snius 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

Premature  Birth 

8 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Broncho  Pneumonia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

5 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Pfpidemic  Diarrhoea  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Intussusception 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  from 
Strangulation 

1 















1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

31 
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JliT'tli  Iv’alos,  Civilian  Death  h’ates.  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  Kates  for  eeitain  Infeetions  Diseases  in  the  Yeai' 
1945.  Provisional  tit;nres  haserl  on  Weekly  and  (Quarterly  K’etnrns. 


126  County 

148 

England 

"Boro’s  and 

smaller  towns 

London 

Brownhills 

and 

great  towns 

(Resident  pop. 

Adm. 

Urban 

Wales 

including 

25,000  to  50,000 

County 

District 

London 

at  1931  census) 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Civilian  population 

Births; — 

Live 

16.1  * 

19.1 

19.2 

15.7 

18.8 

Still 

0.46* 

0.58 

0.53 

0.40 

0.49 

Deaths : — 

All  causes  . . 
Tvphoid  and 

11.4* 

13.5 

12.3 

13.8 

10.0 

Paratvphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough . . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.02 

0.04 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Influenza  . . 

0.08 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.09 

Smallpox  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

0,02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Rates  per  1,000  live  births 

Deaths  under  1 year 
of  age 

Deaths  from 

46  t 

54 

43 

53 

83.5 

Diarrhoea  & Enter- 

itis  under  2 vears  of 

a^e 

5.6 

7.8 

4.5 

7.6 

7.8 

A dash  ( — ) signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 
f per  1,000  related  births. 

* Rates  per  1,000  total  population. 


Notifications:—  i Civilian  Population. 


Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Cerebro  Spinal 

0.01 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

Fever 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.89 

2.02 

2.03 

1.57 

0.8 

Whooping  Cough . . 

1.64 

1.65 

1.47 

1.25 

3.3 

Diphtheria.  . 

0.46 

0.52 

0.56 

0.31 

0.54 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.25 

0.28 

0.24 

0.31 

0.34 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

11.67 

10.89 

11.19 

9.03 

31.16 

Pneumonia 

0.87 

1 .03 

0.72 

0.78 

2.06 
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Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  vStill)  : — 
(a)  Notifications: — 

Puerperal  Fever  „ q,, 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . | ' 


3.60 

15.87 


5.54 


(b)  Maternal  Mortality,  England  and  Wales:  — 


No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142  - 6, 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-  150 

with  Sepsis 

without  Sepsis 

Infections 

other. 

E.  & W.  . . 0.25 

0.08 

0.24 

1.22 

Brownhills  0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

5.7 

Abortion  : — Mortality  per  million  women  aged  15-45, 

England  and  Wales. 

No.  140,  with  Sepsis.  No.  141,  without  Sepsis. 

England  and  Wales  ....  18  6 

Brownhills  . . . . . . 0.00  i 0,00 

* Including  Puerperal  Fever. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

Tlie  Bacteriological  examinations  made  at  tke  Laboratory 
at  Stalford  were  : — 

40  Tliroat  swabs  tested  for  Diphtheria,  of  which  4 were 
Positive  and  36  were  negative. 

22  Sputum  were  tested  for  the  Tubercle  Bacillus,  all  of 
these  were  negative. 

9 Specimens  of  Fseces  were  examined  for  the  Dysentery 
Bacillus,  and  5 were  positive. 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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Tile  inniibei  of  coses  of  Iiifeclious  Diseases  iliiriiig  liu*  war 
yeais  is  c'iA’en  in  llie  jireceediii.iJ-  lable. 

This  year's  iiuniliei'  of  Scailet  Fever  and  Diplitheria  cases 
is  well  beloAv  aiiA'  of  Ihe  previous  years. 

It  is  too  early  to  say  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  that  this 
is  due  to  ini ni unisation  of  childien,  hnt  at  least  it  is  a hopeful 
indication  that  it  may  he  so.  Moreovei’,  writing-  out  of  time, 
I am  aide  to  gave  the  information  that  to  the  end  of  dune  of 
1!)4()  not  a sin^de  case  of  Diphtheria  has  been  reported  to  me. 

'I'liere  weie  no  deaths  fi'om  either  this  or  Scarlet  Fever. 
There  was  one  death  fiom  'Whooping  ('on<?h,  this  idiild  was  one 
of  (icS  cases  ri'ported. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Measles,  although  the  cases 
numbered  God. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


m 

NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Respiratory  jNon-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

ilale 

Female 

Male 

Femalei  Male 

1 

Female 

Under  1 year 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— — 

— 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ^ — 

— 

5 to  15  „ 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

i 

— 

15  to  25  „ 

3 

5 

1 

— 

1 

1 1 - 

— 

25  to  35  „ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

35  to  45  „ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 — 

— 

45  to  55  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 1 — 

— 

55  to  65  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— i — 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

! — 

— 1 — 

— 

Total  . . 

7 

7 

2 

2 

! 3 

2 

— 

One  death  was  primarily  due  to  Silicosis. 


OCCUPATIONS  OF  REPORTED  CASES. 


Occnijatioii. 

'rnol  ^lakpi' 
Tailoi’s  in-psser 

Scitnol  

Sliop  .Assistant 
Electric  Welder 

.\  l iny  

Cleric  

Factory  

Domestic 

Aliner  


Pulmonary. 
Male.  Female. 
1 ...  — 


N on-Pnlmonary . 
.Male.  Female. 


1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


1 

t 

1 


1 


I 


O 
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The  tollowiiij*-  is  the  iiinnheT'  ot  cases  of  'I'uheiculosis 
reported  dui  iiii>’  the  war  years  and  the  mntiher  of  ])(‘atlis  : 


Cioos 

li’oported. 

Dpiiths. 

Ypii  r. 

Puliiiouii  ry. 

Nnn-Puliii(mar3’. 

Puliiiona 

ry.  Non-Piiliii()Hioy 

rns!) 

IS 

(i 

« 

2 

1!U0 

Hi 

11 

11 

— 

i9ri 

17 

.■) 

S 

I 

liiii’ 

lit 

1 

1.') 

1 

i!u:r 

...  1 ... 

1 

li 

;i 

lorr 

•21 

1 

ir 

2 

SCABIES. 

Twenty  cases  of  Scabies  were  leported  fidiii  S(dioo|  souices. 

Since  the  closino’  of  the  First  Aid  Post  we  liavt'  had  no 
Scabies  treatnient  centre.  Should  we  find  that  cases  of  Scabies 
are  not  leceiving-  ad('(|nate  attention  at  home  and  are  tlierefore 
infectins>'  others  especially  in  the  stdiools,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  a new  treatnient  centie. 


Lookino-  back  on  the  war  years  I cannot  think  that  the 
tiials  of  war  have  affected  the  health  of  the  people  to  any 
marked  extent.  Thme  was  towards  the  end  of  the  war  a general 
tiredness  and  strain  amongst  the  civilian  population,  an 
indifferent  and  careless  outlook  on  life  especially  amongst  the 
3'oung  people. 

The  tiredness  and  weariness  is  still  peisisting  and,  in 
fact,  is  augmented  by  the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  people 
necessaiily  I suppose.  This  is,  in  great  part,  the  cause  of  the 
want  of  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of  the  workers.  They  are  tired 
and  weary  9nd  it  will  take  some  time  before  they  recuperate 
sufficiently  to  get  back  to  previous  conditions.  It  is,  in  fact, 
the  natural  aftermath  of  the  war. 

I would  like  to  thank  the  Council  as  a Avhole  for  the 
interest  in  and  consideration  to  the  Health  Department  they 
have  shown  dniing  the  years. 

I woubl  also  like  to  thank  my  fellow  officials  for  the  help 
given,  both  in  my  own  department  and  in  other-  de]rar'trnents. 

Yortrs  faithfully, 

POPFPT  GFOPGE  BPADFDPDj 

Medical  ( ffficer- of  Health. 
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BROWNHILLS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Health  IJepail menl , 

( 'ouncil  ( )ffires, 

' ■ Hl'OWIlllill!^. 

A REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
ON  THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  BROWNHILLS. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 

Mk.  C'haikmax,  Mrs.  Barnsley  and  Uenti,kmen, 

I have  pleasure  in  suhinittiiig  a report  on  the  Sanitary 
administration  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  period  1st  January,. 
19d9,  to  the  3lst  December,  1945. 

The  seven  years,  covered  by  the  report  have  been  very  difficult 
ones  in  many  respects,  members  of  the  department  were  called 
upon  to  undei'take  various  Civil  Defence  duties,  and  for  the 
greater  part  the  essential  works  of  the  department  were 
disrupted. 

Repairs  have  been  cariied  out  to  properties  when  material 
and  labour  were  available  and  under  the  circumstances  it  is 
really  surprising  that  so  much  repair  work  was  accomplished. 

^Ij-.  Raymond  Cliff,  Chief  Clerk,  obtained  an  appointment 
in  the  County  Public  Health  Department  of  Lincolnshire  and 
Ava.s  replaced  by  Mr.  L.  MarkleAV. 

Mr.  F.  Davies  Avas  appointed  official  rat  Officer  under  the 
Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919,  and  the  Infestation 
Order,  Avhilst  Mr.  S.  Jones  replaced  Mr.  V.  Speake  as  ambul- 
ance driver.  I myself  have  accepted  an  appointment  Avith  the 
Hazel  Grove  and  Rramhall  Uiban  District  Council  and  Avill 
terminate  mv  duties  with  A’om  Council  on  the  31st  -lanuary, 
194(). 

To  the  members  of  the  Council,  past  and  present.  I extend 
my  thanks  tor  theii'  support,  not  only  during  the  period  coA'ered 
by  this  repoit  but  since  the  day  of  my  appointment  by  your 
Council  in  1931. 
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M\  tliiiiilxs  me  tlue  to  your  Medical  Otticci  of  Health, 
Dr.  Ifradfoi'd,  for  hi.s  most  able  ^'uidaiice,  to  the  memliei's  of 
tlie  (lepartmeiil  for  tlieii'  loyalty  mid  exemplary  worU.  and  m\ 
colleaL’mes  in  other  departments  for  theii'  helii  whicdi  has 
been  fieely  o-iven  at  all  times. 

Yours  obediently, 

HOKAC'h:  PKACOt'K, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  generally  is  supplied  with  a public  supply  of 
water  from  the  mains  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works, 
(‘ompauy. 

Four  samples  of  the  supply  were  taken  and  in  each  case 
the  mialyist  i“ei)orted  that  the  water  was  of  excellent  quality. 

From  the  few  wells  now  remaining  in  the  district  six 
samples  of  the  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion and  twenty  for  chemical  analysis. 

Where  possible,  upon  receipt  of  adverse  reports  of  the 
water,  a public  supply  was  laid  on.  In  other  cases,  however, 
it  was  impossible  at  the  time  to  connect  to  the  mains  of  the 
S.S.W.W.  C'o.,  owing  to  lack  of  material  and  labour  and  the 
prohibitive  cost  of  the  works  entailed,  but  in  such  cases  an 
alternative  supply  was  obtained  or  advice  given  to  the  occupants 
of  the  house  couceined  regarding  the  boiling  of  the  watei-  before 
use. 


SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  vSewage  Disposal  vScdieme  for  Aorton  Canes  was 
completed  in  19*39  and  the  (3*59  houses  affected  were  connected 
to  the  new  sewers. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  EXISTING 

ox  Dkcembeu  31st,  1945. 


Yumber  of  Houses  

5,277 

,,  ,,  .served  by 

W.C.'s  ... 

4,769 

’ ' 7 ’ ’ 7 7 7 7 

Privies 

202 

7 < 7 1 1 1 7 7 7 7 

Pails 

399 

71  77  17  77  77 

Pins 

4,676 

1 1 7 7 7 ' 7 1 7 7 

Ashpits  ... 

462 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Defects  llEi'oifTEn  .^nj)  Bemeute]). 

1 iispc'cl  idiis  made 
witli  respect  to: — 

Nuisances  or 
ilefects 
reporte<l. 

Nuisances  or 
defects 
remedied. 

Houses  under  P.TT.A.  

1,1.05  ‘ 

1,221 

Sanitary  .Vccominndation  

i:37  

107 

Ovei'crnwding  

:H8  

111 

Ashes  Accommodation  

:i8.i  

.302 

Water  Supply  

11  

H 

Drains  (defects)  

11:3  

102 

Accumulations  

3H 

3f> 

.Animals  

21  

18 

Hats  and  .M  ice 

...  6H 

41 

Caravans  

20  

20 

()thkk  N'isits  : — 

With  lespect  to  Cinemas,  ete.  ...  48 

With  respect  to  Schools  51 


XOXICES  SeKVIU)  AXl) 

liEsrLT.s  : — 

Seiwed.  Complied  with. 

Dutstanding 

Preliminary  . 

..  448  ...  489 

59 

Statutory 

67  ...  55 

12 

HOUSING. 

Gexeeal  Conditioxs. 

Xumlier  of  new  houses  erected  dniing-  the  period:  — 

(a)  lly  private  enterprise 4 

(h)  By  the  Local  Anthority  ...  Xil 


Total  4 


OvEltCKOWDI.VG. 

The  following  ar^  particnlars  of  the  number  of  Council 
houses  allocated  by  the  Health  Committee  during  the  7 
years : - - 


104!) 

1940 

1941 

1942 
1944 

1944 

1945 


Total 


49 

42 

T 

11 

9 

8 

5 

111 


14 


Without  u fuitliei  census  ot  the  distiict  heiuo-  taken  it 
vould  he  impossible  to  »'ive  anythiuf*'  like  a tiiie  picture  of 
overcrowding'  in  the  disti'ict,  but  a census  taken  in  April,  l!)4l, 
for  the  purpose  of  billeting  under  the  (jovernment  I'ivacuation 
Scheme  gave  the  number  of  houses  as  5,277  and  the  population 
20, (Hit). 

This  gives  an  average  of  -biS  ])ersons  pei-  house,  which 
is  not  too  bad,  but  this  figui'c  tends  to  give  a false  impression 
of  the  true  position,  for  there  are  many  houses  containing  only 
one  oi  two  persons,  whilst  many  otheis  have  two  or  three 
families  residing-  therein.  Aine,  ten  or  (deven  persons  in 
a three-bedrooined  house  is  not  uncommon. 

I am  convinced  that  tlie  situation  could  be  eased  quite 
considerably  it  the  families  in  the  Council  houses  were  re- 
distributed. For  example,  four-bedroomed  houses  were  at  one 
time  erected  to  hoiise  larger  families,  but  certain  members  of 
these  families  have  now  mairied  and  in  some  cases  have  homes 
of  their  own.  Other  families  originally  allocated  a two  or 
three-bedroomed  house  have  additions  to  the  family  and  the 
number  and  ages  of  <iccupants  now  justifies  four  bedrooms. 

I realise  that  the  scheme  would  not  be  a success  if  an 
attempt  was  made  to  move  families  from  one  housing  site  to 
anothei',  owing  to  the  difterent  classes  and  age  of  the  houses, 
but  each  site  could  be  dealt  with  separately  for  the  purpose  of 
re-distribution. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 


No.  of  Notices  Notices 


With  respect  to : - 

Sanitary  conveniences 

ANntilation 

Temperatures 

ATMOSPHERIC 


Served,  complied  with. 
4 ...  4 


POLLUTION. 


( )bservations  have  been  taken  and  advice  given  where 
necessaiy  in  connection  with  the  pollution  of  atmospheie  by 
smoke,  etc. 


No  statutory  action  was  found  necessary. 
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ERADICATION  OF  BED-BUGS. 


N'  umber 

of  Council 

houses 

I'eported  as 

being 

infested 

X umber 

of  Council 

houses 

disinfested 

X umber 

of  private 

houses 

leported  as 

being 

infested 

Xuinbci' 

of  priA’ate 

houses 

disinfested 

Jiefore  tenants  are  removed  to  Council  houses  from  houses 
known  to  he  infested  with  huys,  heddiiif^'  and  hed-elothes  aie 
disinfested  hy  steam  and  the  houses  thoiouodily  sprayed  with 
Solution  “If,”  this  woi'k  being  carried  out  hy  Council 
employees. 

Should  houses  be  foniid  to  be  badly  infested,  arrangements 
eonld  be  made  with  a neighbouring  authority  for  disinfestation 
by  Hydrogen  Cyanide. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  at  present  14  slaughter  houses  in  the  district, 
and  all  have  been  licenced. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

During  the  war  period  the  slaughter  of  animals  has  taken 
place  at  the  abbatoir,  Walsall,  and  allhongh  the  meat  coining 
into  the  district  has  been  inspected  regularly,  very  little  has 
been  found  to  complain  of  unless  it  be  in  connection  Avith 
the  dressing  and  coiiA’eyance  of  the  carcass,  bnt  one  must  bear 
in  mind  the  difficulties  under  Avhich  the  Avork  of  slaughter 
has  been  carried  out,  and  the  lack  of  transport  facilities. 

Although  the  cottager's  pig  is  not  coA-ered  by  the  Public 
Health  Meat  Pegulations,  1924,  where  possible  the  pigs  haA-e 
been  seen  and  examined  in  the  interests  of  the  consumers 
themselves. 


The  following  foodstuffs  Avere  condemned  as  being  unfit  tor 
the  food  of  man  : — 


Fish 

Primes 

Porridge 

P.icon 

Ham 

Milk  (all 
Ideat 
Assorted 
Pens 


Oats 


kinds) 

Fruit 


3 tons  1 cAvt,  2 qrs.  14  lbs. 


It  tons 
1 ton  15  cAvt. 

366  lbs. 

27  tins  and  175  lbs. 

519  tins 

470  tins 

383  tins 

200  tins 
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171  lbs. 

Jlcaiis 

IK)  tins 

.\l)|)lo> 

1 1!)  lbs.  and  1 tin 

Salmon 

1;10  tins 

Fi>li  Paste  ... 

1112  jars 

Sardines 

.58  tins 

Putter 

.53  lbs. 

.lam  • 

51  lbs. 

-Margarine 

48  lbs. 

Sausage  !Meat 

15  tins 

'I'ouiatoi's 

14  tins 

Pineapples 

llJ  tins 

Coil  

42  lbs. 

Pilchards 

30  tins 

Other  'i'i  lined 

Poods 

30  tins 

Salad  Cream 

4 tins  and  25  jars 

Haisins 

25  lbs. 

Pickles 

19  jars 

Plums 

17  tins 

(iooseberries  ... 

13  tins 

Ueady  Dinners 

14  tins 

'I'ongue 

9 tins 

Steak 

0 tins 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

Licences  and  renewals  of  licences  were  granted  under  the 
above  Act  as  required. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADULTERATION  ACT,  1928. 

The  Staffordshire  County  Council  is  the  Authority 
administering  this  Act  within  the  district. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACTS:  REGISTRATIONS,  Etc. 

There  are  at  present  29  producers  and  76  retailers  of  milk 
in  the  district. 

Minor  improvements  have  again  been  carried  out  in  a 
number  of  cowsheds  in  the  district. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

There  are  no  producers  of  Graded  Milks  under  the  above 
Oidej  in  the  district. 

The  following  supplementary  licences  were  granted 
annually : — 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Accredited 
Pasteuri.sed 
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BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK, 


Oroup 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTIONS 


Disiutectioiis  of  rooms,  bedding  and  olothes  have  been 
eairied  out  following  all  eases  of  Infeetious  Disease  as  reported 
by  yt)ur  Medical  OHicer  of  Health. 

CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTIONS. 

Very  tew  cabin  boats  now  ply  the  canals  of  the  Jb’iining- 
ham  ('anal  Navigation  (’ompany  which  pass  through  this 
district,  and  it  boats  are  to  be  met  with,  constant  observation 
Avould  have  to  be  kept;  time  required  to  be  devoted  to  othei- 
more  important  duties,  however,  will  not  allow  of  this. 

No  boats  were  met  with  during  the  seven-year  jreriod. 


THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

IXSCECTIOXS  AND  NOTICES  SeKVKI). 

« 

Inspections  29 

Written  Notices  ...  4 


Defects  Found. 


1 

'lumber  of  Defects 

No.  of  offences  in 
respect  to  which 
Prosecutions 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  ; — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

Want  of  Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of 
Floors  . . 

Other  nuisances 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Accommodation: 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Fac- 
tory AND  Workshop  Acts  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of 
Underground  Bake- 

houses (s.lOl) 

Other  Offences  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4 

. 3 

— 

— 

19 


Factouies. 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  11 

Bressimikers  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jh)ol  Bepairiiig'  ...  ...  7 

Blacksiiiiths  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wlieel  Wrights  ...  ...  ...  1 

(’.vcle  aud  ^lotor  Repairs  ...  4 

(,'arpeiiters  aud  Woodwork  ...  2 

Building  Contractors  ...  ...  2 

Boat  Bock  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sand  Mine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Foundry  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  -TS 


PETROL  AND  CARBIDE  LICENCES. 

During  the  period  1st  danuary,  19d9,  to  the  dlst 
Deceiuhei',  1945,  158  lenewals  of  licences  to  stoic  petroleum 
spirit,  and  21  renewals  of  licences  to  store  carbide  (if  (aibdum 
were  granted. 
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